Forton Parish Council							2025 – 2026
Forton Parish Council
Minutes of the Forton Parish Council Meeting held at
Methodist Church Hall, Hollins Lane on Monday 5th January 2026 at 7pm

	Present: 
Cllrs Janet Huddart, Peter Young, Andrew Redmayne, Lesley Dodgson, Wesley Wilson, Sue Tresilian, June Farebrother, Neil Wigglesworth, Borough Cllr Charlotte Walker, PCSO Denise Creighton, PC Josh Mapp
	

Note

	
	

	In attendance:  
Mrs H Alcock - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
	
Note

	
	

	2086. Apologies for Absence: 
County Cllr Matthew Salter
	
Note

	
	

	2087. Notification of Interests
There were no declarations of interest nor any request for a dispensation for any item on the agenda.
	
Note

	
	

	2088. Minutes of the last Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st December 2025 were confirmed and signed as a true record.
	
Note

	
	

	2089. Public Participation
There was one member of the public present. 

Borough Cllr Walker advised that Wyre Borough Council local government consultation was complete, and options had been submitted to the government at end of November and that a definitive answer is likely to be announced summer 2026.

PCSO Creighton confirmed that there were no reports and that all logs reported had been of a personal nature. 
	



Note



Note


	
	

	2090.  Planning
No updates this month.
	
Note

	
	

	2091. Parish Precept 2026 / 2027
Councillors discussed the financial requirements for 2026/ 27 and resolved to submit a precept request of £27,000.  This decision reflects a thorough assessment of the Parish’s needs and ensures the necessary funding to support the agreed priorities in the coming year including £2k towards PROW maintenance, £10k to community hall and remainder for parish funds.

The Clerk is to advise Ben Ralphs at Wyre Council of the Precept amount
	






Clerk

	
	

	2092. New Community Hall Updates
A member of the Village Hall committee provided an update as follows:-
To allow racquet sports to be played inside the hall, the architect is looking at increasing the floor area from 450sqm to 527sqm, toilet facilities have also been increased due to baby change / disabled facilities needed to be in separate rooms.  

An M&E detailed survey has been carried out, and it is proposed to include ground source heat pump and solar panels.  Plant equipment will be easily accessible for any future upgrades.

The Village Hall Committee are due to meet on 6.1.26 when T&K Pye will be in attendance to discuss alternative energy.  Mason Gillibrand will be attending their February meeting on 9.2.26.  3D plans to be ready to showcase at this year’s field day.

Jen Metcalfe is emailing Len Harris at Wyre Borough for an update on the replacement land and the process for the release of funds.
The Clerk was asked to circulate the recent Village Hall Committee Meeting minutes.
	





Note










Clerk

	
	

	2093. Finance
The following payments for December were checked and agreed: -
· Easy Website - £58.08
· PKF Littlejohn auditor fees - £252.00
· Ctrl Alt Del IT – laptop battery - £45.00
· Hollins Lane Methodist Church - £60.00
· British legion wooden crosses - £20
· British Legion wreath - £20
· Currys – new printer £199.99
· Clerks Wages - £418.08
· Clerks expenses - £26.00

The Clerk requested approval for the following invoices:-
· Mason Gillibrand - £1,525.86
· Christmas Tree donation to Bolds - £100
	


Note











	
	

	2094.  Parish Reports / Issues from Councillors
Parish Maintenance
Litter picking – a total of 13¾ bags were picked in December.
Lesley our volunteer litter picker does not wish to report on numbers of litter bags and is happy picking litter as part of her daily walks.

SPID
Cllr Tresilian advised Ron had been ill over Christmas, so data had not been collected, struggling to connect via Bluetooth.  Cllr Huddart said that Ron must not be going up ladder to take readings and requested Cllr Tresilian to forward contact info for the manufacturer for Clerk to obtain further support.

Stony Lane verges reinstatement and potholes
A resident had reported last month the issue of the verges and potholes in Stony Lane; it was agreed that the verges would reinstate themselves with time and didn’t need reporting.  The potholes are an issue all over the village including Cleveley Bank Lane and Whinney Brow, it was agreed no further action.
Hollins Lane
Cllr Tresilian had received further complaints regarding the land at end of Haighlands under UU ownership.  Cllr Redmayne agreed to contact Robin Hamilton at UU for an update on timescales for handing over to management committee.
Mud and stones from the Persimmon Homes site is still unacceptable, Clerk was asked to email County Cllr Salter to make him aware.
	


Note




Cllr Tresilian





Note



Cllr Redmayne


Clerk


	
	

	2095.  Cllr Huddart updates
Bin collection calendars 2026
Elderly residents in the village who do not have access to printers, have been given calendars by Cllr Huddart, it is thought that Wyre Borough are not printing due to cost savings and the launch of the additional food waste service at Easter.

Future position of defib when new casing fitted
Discussions held around possible locations including the Primary School and Pavilion which could then be easily moved when new community hall complete.

2 footpath signs at Wallace Lane / A6
No response from LCC on recent report regarding no legal signs present at either end of footpath.
	


Note





Note




Note

	
	

	2096.  Clerks updates
Purchase of new noticeboard and location
Quotations to be obtained for a replacement noticeboard currently located at Village Hall, it was suggested a recycled plastic board could be sited next to turnip pulper at war memorial – clerk to gather costs for next meeting.

Precept funds earmarked for Village Hall
The clerk circulated a spreadsheet highlighting the precept payments received since 2012 to present.  Cllr Huddart to check records to establish year precept monies were reserved for the new Community Hall funds.
	


Clerk



Cllr Huddart

	
	

	2097. Date & Time of Next Meeting(s)
The date of the next meeting is Monday 2nd February at 7pm. Items for the agenda and reports, to reach the Clerk before 24th January 2026.
	
Note

	
	

	There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.30pm
	Note



Minutes prepared by: ……………………………………………. Hilary Alcock (Clerk)

Approved by: ……………………………………………….….. Janet Huddart (Chairman)

Date: …………………………………
